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VBS 2014 Kids Crafts Rotation 
 
Purpose Statement  
This two-hour plan is designed to train and equip teachers who will lead the Crafts 
Rotation for children grades 1-6. 
 
Resources to Collect & Prepare 
Resources to Collect 

• VBS 2014 Crafts Rotation Leader Guides 
• VBS 2014 Craft Packs or craft pack sample from a Starter Kit (note you will need 

a Magnetic Disguise Craft Pack unless you plan to make 5 sets using the 
templates on page 31 of the Craft Rotation Leader Guide) 

• VBS 2014 Music for Kids CD (005545865) CD player and power source 
• VBS 2015 Daily Mission Insignias (005557444) – one set (there are 10 sets in a 

pack) 
• Large tear sheet and markers 
• 5 individual magnetic or metal boards (like small dry erase magnet boards, stove 

top covers, or metal cookie sheets) 
• Large metal board (such as an oil drip pan) 
• 5-inch or larger letters cut from magnetic sheets or with a magnet strip attached 

to the back of each letter (C,R,A,F,T,S) 
• 6 Sentence strips 
• ID Badge Craft Packs (1 per participant, 10 come in a craft pack, 005545941), or 

resources to make the craft as listed on page 8 of the Craft Rotation Leader 
Guide 

• 5 sandwich bags 
• VBS 2014 Logo Stickers (005545845) 
• VBS 2014 Sticker Name Tags (005546618) 
• VBS 2014 Agency D3 Stickers (005602726) 
• One Kids Evidence Kit (005545856) 
• VBS 2014 Pencils (005545847) 
• VBS 2014 Sticky Foam Shapes (005545840) 
• VBS 2014 Self-inking Case Stamps (005602725) 

Resources to Prepare 
• Samples of all 15 daily craft options, the three-day craft option, and the week-

long option (craft packs can be used for 5 of the samples) 
• Make 5 of the “Secret Compartment Cameras” (page 7 in the Craft Rotation 

Leader Guide). Print the daily synopses on page 3 of the Craft Rotation Leader 
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Guide onto separate 2 ½ by 3 ¼ pieces of cardstock. Insert one into each of the 
5 cameras. Insert the related Daily Mission Insignia into the secret compartment.  

• Print the words “Fact Analysis” on the tear sheet 
• Using the Magnetic Disguise Craft Pack or sets you printed from the templates 

on page 31 of the Craft Rotation Leader Guide, print the following on the back of 
the designated disguise pieces (Note: if you use the template either print onto 
magnetic sheets or attach magnetic strips to the pieces.) Color the disguise 
pieces with markers. A metallic marker can be used to print the clues on the back 
of each piece. 

o Print the following on the back of 5 separate “face” pieces: 6WKNTK, 
10WKNTK, 14WKNTK, 18WKNTK, 22WKNTK 

o Print the following on the back of 5 separate eyeglass pieces: 6CTE, 
10CTE, 14CTE, 18CTE, 22CTE 

o Print the following on the back of 5 separate mustache pieces: 7W, 11W, 
15W, 19W, 23W 

o Print the following on the back of 5 separate mouth pieces: 8W, 12W, 
16W, 20W, 24W 

o Print the following on the back of 5 separate eyebrow pairs (these will 
need to be kept as pairs in sandwich bags, one pair per “clue”): 9W, 13W, 
17W, 21W, 25W 

• Print “Person of Interest Day 1” on one of the individual magnetic or metal 
boards. Do the same for “Person of Interest Day 2” and so forth. 

• Print the following on separate sentence strips (attach magnet strips to the 
back of each strip): 

o Conversation 
o Relationships 
o Art 
o Feelings 
o Teachable moments 
o Sensitivity to the Holy Spirit 

 
Focal Wall Description  
You might choose to create a “lab” table for demonstration purposes or display the Bible 
verse poster and motto poster from the VBS 2014 Visual Pack (005545869) on the wall. 
 
Room Setup Description 
Display crafts on tables as if they were “research and development” projects in a lab. 

 
Decoration Suggestions  
See “Decorating” suggestions on page 4 of the Crafts Rotation Leader Guide. Consider 
wearing as lab coat since this is crafts in “The Lab.” 
 
Audio Visual Needs  

• CD player and power source 
 
 

Teaching Steps  
 
Welcome and Introduction (5 minutes) 
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1. Play “Agency D3” (track 1) as participants arrive. Invite the conferees to walk 
around “The Lab” and look at the gadgets on display. Participants may take 
pictures or make notes. Encourage them to jot down questions they might have 
about specific crafts, but hold their questions for later. Some questions may be 
answered once the conference begins, but assure folks that they will have an 
opportunity to ask the questions during today’s debrief. 
 

2. Explain that craft teachers are very “Special Agents.” Your most important 
mission might be seen as “covert.” At first glance, people might think your 
mission is to help kids create amazing crafts that will be kept for years. When in 
reality, your mission is to create an experience that will help kids feel valued and 
make memories that will last for years. 
 

3. Ask conferees to look at page 1 of their Craft Rotation Leader Guides. Explain: 
“You may have heard about the Six Step VBS. Many of the leader guides have 
added a quick start page at the front of their guides. This is a great tool for 
newbie agents (teachers) or even for those experienced teachers who might 
benefit from easy step-by-step instructions.”  

 
 
Six Steps to Prepare to Teach Crafts – Steps 1-2 (20 minutes) 
 
4. Look together at Step 1: Prepare Your Heart. Ask participants to identify the 

foundational preparation listed in this step. (Reading the Bible content and 
prayer!) Remind craft leaders that it is just as important to prepare their hearts as 
it is to prepare the work area. Being knowledgeable about the day’s Bible study is 
the only way to be a part of helping teach kids the truth of the day. 
 
Say: “Let’s take a look at some quick daily snapshots to see what kids will be 
learning.” Invite five volunteers to choose one of the “Secret Compartment 
Cameras” and read each day’s information shown in the viewfinder. Ask the 
volunteers to tip the camera and pull the slit open to discover what is inside.  
 
Explain that these are “Daily Mission Insignias” with symbols that represent the 
Bible story. Ask volunteers to tell what symbol they see and how it pertains to the 
Bible story. 
 
Day 1 – Drop of water to signify baptism 
Day 2 – 5 loaves of bread, a reminder of Jesus’ miracles 
Day 3 – Cross, the crucifixion 
Day 4 – Empty tomb, the resurrection 
Day 4 – Thumbprint – What is my personal role, what do I do now? 
 
Call attention to the third bullet point that talks about sharing the gospel of Jesus. 
Ask participants to look at the inside front cover of their leader guides, “Sharing 
the Gospel with Kids.” Talk about the importance of being ready to share the 
good news of Jesus with anyone, especially kids. Briefly talk through the 
information on this page. Point out that the ABCs of Becoming a Christian are still 
used as a simple tool to tell how a person responds to the gospel. The updated 
information on this page simply provides a full gospel presentation rather than 
just the way a person can respond. Explain that all kids leader 
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guides including rotation guides have the same information on this inside front 
cover page. 
 

5. Look at Step 2: Get the Basic Facts. Ask why these specifics (ages, number of 
kids, time length of rotations, assigned space) are important before a teacher 
even begins to look at the craft options? On the “Fact Analysis” tear sheet, list 
factors that might present challenges for craft leaders. (Examples: Craft leaders 
who travel to the kids and need mobile options. Limited or no table space. Very 
large or very small groups. Wide range of ages in the same group. Not enough 
help or too much unexpected help.) Talk about the challenges and how each 
might affect the time a craft will take or if a craft will work in that setting. 

 
 
Six Steps to Prepare to Teach Crafts – Steps 3-4 (45 minutes) 

 
6. Ask a volunteer to read the first bullet point for Step 3: Plan. Say: “Notice that 

planning goes beyond just picking what craft to do, but intentionally planning how 
to make the biblical connection with kids. Let’s take at look at some of the 2014 
craft options as we focus on what the Bible connection is for the day.”  
 
Distribute the “Magnetic Disguise” pieces to 25 volunteers. (If you have fewer 
than 25, give several participants more than one.) Explain that the code on the 
back of each piece indicates each person’s special assignment. 
 
Ask the participant holding “6WKNTK” to look on page 6 in the leader guide and 
read “What Kids Need to Know.” Point out that this is the Bible story synopsis. 
Ask the participant with “6CTE” to read, “Connecting the Evidence” on page 6. 
Explain that these are talking points that craft leaders can use as they interact 
with kids. 
 
Remind conferees that there are three suggested crafts for each day. Not every 
craft will work for every situation, that’s why there are choices. 
 
Show the sample “Secret Compartment Camera” that was used earlier, and then 
call for the participant with “7W” to read the “Welcome” on page 7. Point out how 
the craft can help remind kids about what they are learning both by the comment 
made in the "Welcome” and as they add the picture of Jesus’ baptism. 
 
Invite the participant with “8W” to read the “Welcome” on page 8. Explain that this 
would be a great opportunity to focus on “Connecting the Evidence” bullet point 
number 3 (Encourage the kids to share how they know that Jesus is God’s Son.) 
Show the sample “ID Badge Holder.” Even though a paper ID card template is 
provided on page 30, show how the ID badge from the Kids Evidence Kit will fit 
inside as well as the Evidence Log. Also call attention to the “Tactical Tips” and 
“Supplemental Procedures” on page 8 and explain how these tips can be helpful 
as teachers plan. 
 
Invite the participant with “9W” to read the “Welcome” on page 9. Emphasize that 
because some craft rotation times are limited, these statements are quick and to 
the point, but they can be extended if time allows. Show the “Hidden Message 
Lamp” sample. If possible demo the glow-in-the-dark feature by 
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turning out the lights, or by placing the lamp in a dark box with a peephole. 
 
Ask the participants who shared the Day 1 information to attach their pieces to 
the “Person of Interest” board for Day 1. They may either bring their pieces to the 
front or you can pass the board to them. 
 
Continue in this manner for days 2 through 5. Identify which crafts are available 
as craft packs. Make the connections between the “Welcome” statement and the 
craft for each day. 
 

7. Acknowledge that people who love crafts often have their own favorite craft 
ideas. Substituting a personal favorite is certainly an option. However, even if you 
substitute your own craft idea remember to include “What Kids Need to Know,” 
“Connecting the Evidence,” and some kind of sentence that connects the specific 
craft to the truth about Jesus that is being taught that day. 

 
8. Show the samples of the three-day and weeklong options. Remind participants 

that the same “Connecting the Evidence” still applies. Also remind participants 
that five craft suggestions for preteens can be found in the VBX Bible Study 
Leader Guide. Call attention to the pictures of those crafts on page 26 in the 
Crafts Rotation Leader Guide. 
 

9. Step 4: Gather and Prepare. Acknowledge that this step can be a huge job for 
craft leaders. Remember to choose crafts based on what can be comfortably 
gathered. Note that the supply list on pages 4 and 5 is for every craft in the book. 
Only gather what is needed. Ask conferees for ways they have found to gather 
craft resources. Remind the group that other Bible study groups in the church are 
good sources to sponsor craft items or help with preliminary work such as cutting 
out templates. 
 
 

Six Steps to Prepare to Teach Crafts – Steps 5-6 (40 minutes) 
 

10. The next step should be the most fun – Step 5: Teach. This is a good time to 
focus on making the child feel creative, not worrying about an end product that 
looks the way you think it should.  
 
Use the “CRAFTS” acrostic to emphasize how crafts teachers engage kids, 
share the love of Christ, and help kids feel they are valued. Place the sentence 
strip by each letter as you share the information. 
 
C – Conversation: Craft time offers many opportunities to recall the day’s Bible 
story, reinforce the day’s main point, and help kids verbalize what they have 
learned. 
 
R – Relationships: At VBS kids are blessed to encounter a number of adults who 
can show what being a Christian really means. Each child naturally gravitates to 
personality types that make him or her feel comfortable. You may be the “best” 
teacher at VBS for some kids. Your love and acceptance for them helps them 
being to understand how God loves and accepts them too. 
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A – Art: Visual learners and kinesthetic (hands on) learners often really “get it” 
when they are in the strongest learning environment. You may not see the 
connection, but their head, hands, and heart often have the “ah-ha” moment 
when they are engaged in the creative process. 
 
F – Feelings: When you encourage, compliment, and praise kids you add to their 
self-worth. You are doing a wonderful thing when you build up a child, even if his 
artwork is only beautiful in the eye of the beholder. 
 
T – Teachable moment: Experienced teachers know that often a truly teachable 
moment happens at the most unexpected time. Focus on the kids as you help 
them with crafts rather than stressing that a craft is done to perfection. Lead with 
love. 
 
S – Sensitivity to the Holy Spirit: Let the One who was sent to “teach you all 
things” be the One who directs what you do. The Holy Spirit already knows the 
opportunities that He has planned for you. Trust Him to help you say what you 
need to say. 
 

11. Now it is your turn. Distribute the ID Badge Craft Packs. Follow the directions and 
guide participants to make an ID badge.  
 
Talk about tweaks and options. (Use the logo sticker sheets for already colored 
logos, use the name tag stickers on the back to let this be the nametag, use the 
ID card from the Kids Evidence Kit.) 
 
Talk about how to adjust for younger or older kids (note the tips on the page). 
 

12. Step 6: Continue the Connection. Remind conferees that the relationships 
created during crafts rotation are just as important as the crafts themselves. 
Calling kids by name when you see them after VBS at the grocery store, area 
ballgames, or other events helps them know they are important to you. This is 
also helps them realized they are important to God, too. 
 
Often volunteers will help with crafts at VBS. These are also great relationships 
to continue after VBS as you mentor youth or adults to become fellow workers 
together for Christ. 

 
 
Conclusion (10 minutes) 
 
13. Final tips:  

 
Note – There are only five craft packs this year. Four are shared with preschool 
and one is referenced in the VBX set of crafts (see page 26). Craft packs are 
created to make preparation easier. They are NOT the leader guide. Point out 
how the instruction sheet directs users to the page in the leader guide that helps 
teachers make the Bible connection. 
 
Extra items that can make craft time fun are (display as you tell 
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about them) the Sticky Foam Shapes, the Agency D3 Stickers, the set of Self-
inking Case Stamps, and the Agency D3 Pencils.  
 

14. Ask if anyone still has questions that have not been answered. 
 

15. Read John 3:16 and remind conferees that all leaders at VBS have a great 
opportunity to share the good news about Jesus with kids and their families. 
Lead in prayer that God will bless churches as they reach out to their 
communities through VBS. 


